General background

Japan is an island nation in East Asia. Located in the Pacific Ocean,
it lies off the eastern coast of the Asian mainland, and stretches
from the Sea of Okhotsk in the north to Japan Sea in the southwest.
It has a population of around 126 million.

Government

The Diet (legislative branch) comprises the 475-seat House of
Representatives (Lower House) and the 242-seat House of Councillors
{Upper House). The executive branch is the Cabinet organized as a
parliamentary cabinet system, which is under the leadership of the
Prime Minister, appointed by the Emperor after being designated by
the Diet from among its members. Judicial power has been granted
to the Supreme Court and high courts as well as district and other
inferior courts,

The Imperial Family

The Emperor is the symbol of the state and of the unity of the people
and has no governing power. All acts of the Emperor in matters
relating to the state are based on cabinet recommendation and
approval. The present Emperor, Akihito, acceded to the throne in 1989
as the 125th in the imperial lineage. Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko are blessed with three children and four grandchildren.

Foreign Relations

Japan has been an active member of the UN since December 1956 and
is actively involved in various activities for the realization of peace,
prosperity and stability in the world. While seeking solutions to
terrorism, the world economy, environmental protection and other
global issues, Japan plays an active role in assuring stability in regional
issues that could potentially impact the international community.

Under the theme of Africa’s development, in 1993 Japan launched
the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD)
to promote high-level policy dialogue between African leaders and
development partners. The TICAD has also evolved into a major
global framework to facilitate the implementation of measures for
promoting African development under the dual principles of African
“ownership” and international “partnership”.

Economy

The postwar economy of Japan expanded at a remarkable pace,
maintaining an average annual growth rate of 8% from 1953 to
1973, ranking now third in the world after the United States and
China in terms of GDP. Japan has a large industrial capacity, and is

Mount Fuji

home to some of the largest and most technologically advanced
producers of motor vehicles, electronics, machine tools, steel and
nonferrous metals, ships, chemical substances, textiles, and
processed foods. As an island nation surrounded by the sea, the
people have developed a taste for seafood. The nation ranks 6th
in the world, in the total annual catch of fish.

Culture

The Japanese people have taken many ideas from abroad over the
years, including technology, custom and other cultural elements,
and developed their unique culture. The Japanese lifestyle today
is the mixture of traditional culture with Asian influences and a
modern culture reflecting western influences.

Clothing: Traditional Japanese clothing ‘Kimono’ distinguishes Japan
from all other countries around the world. Japanese still wear it
today on special occasions by women, men, and children.

Cuisine: The Japanese meal consists principally of rice; meat and
seafood; and pickled or boiled vegetables. The healthy Japanese
meal is often believed to be related to the longevity of Japanese
people. Japanese food has become fashionable and popular in the
United States, Europe, and many other areas. Dishes such as
sushi, tempura, noodles, and teriyaki are some of the foods that
are commonly known.

Japan as your tourism destination

Japan is a country consisting of four main islands, Hokkaido,
Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu, as well as thousands of other smaller
islands. Covered with forest for the most part, the country is blessed
with beautiful scenery in each of the four seasons and a rich
cultural heritage nurtured by history and tradition. Japan attracted
19.7 million international tourists in 2015 and increased by 21.8%
to attract 24.0 million international tourists in 2016.

The loftiest mountain in Japan, Mt. Fuji (3776m/12,385ft) is
adorned by a number of beautiful lakes and woodlands. It is a
well-proportioned cone-shaped strato-volcano with a long sloping
base that has been quiet for about 300 years. The Japanese people
have worshiped Mt. Fuji since ancient times as a holy mountain.
It joined the ranks of UNESCO's World Heritage Sites in 2013. As
another famous tourist spot, Kyoto is known as the thousand-year
old capital, abounding in shrines, temples, gardens and streets
representing old eras, so it can be regarded as the home of the
Japanese culture.
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